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With Christ as our guide and example we celebrate the uniqueness of the individual.
Together we will try to:
Learn from Jesus;
Love like Jesus;
Live like Jesus.



Admissions Policy 2019 – 2020 and 2020 – 2021

Mission
At St Patrick’s Pandas Pre-School Christ is our guide and example.  Through Him and with Him we all work together to provide the best possible education for the children entrusted to our care.

Vision
St Patrick’s welcomes all children, recognising their unique qualities, and encourages them to grow and develop in this safe and caring environment.

Statement
Pupils will be admitted in the term in which they become four according to the Early Years Education regulations without reference to ability or aptitude.  If there are places available after all applications for three year olds have been considered, children from 2 years old, subject to similar criteria, will be admitted up to a maximum of eight children per session.

Admission to the Primary School is by separate application.

The number of pupils per session may not exceed 30 during any one session.  The availability of places is, therefore, restricted and will be made available according to the following criteria:

1	 Children with a statement of special educational need that names the school in part 4 of the statement. 
2	 Looked after children, whom the Corporate Parent agrees should attend the school, and “previously looked after” children. 
3	 Disabled children who need to be admitted to a school on the grounds of physical accessibility. The definition of disability is that contained within the Equality Act 2010. 
4	 Children who are entitled to 2 year old funding (vulnerable 2 year olds)
5	Children of staff at St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School
6	 Children who have a sibling (2*) attending either the nursery, foundation stage or the main school at the time of entry. If there are more applicants than places in this category, priority will be given within this group to children who live closest to the school by the nearest designated public route as defined on the Directorate for Children, Education and Families Geographic Information System. 
7	 Children who live in the designated catchment area (1*)(3*). If there are more applicants than places in this category, priority will be given in the following descending order: 
 Those children who live closest to the school by the nearest designated public route. 
8	 Children outside the designated area who live closest to the school by the nearest designated public route 

Allocation of Places
1) The offer of a place is conditional on children meeting the required criteria
2) We can admit pupils from the age of 2 years only if we have places available, up to a maximum of 8 per session.
3) In the case of over subscription of children meeting the required criteria places will be offered in order of date of application.  These children will still be meeting the early learning goals.  
4) All children who are entitled to the Early Years Educational grant will be offered 5 daily sessions per week if these sessions are available.  Parents of 4 year old children who request 5 daily sessions per week will have priority.
5) Parents will receive a letter in which a place will be offered according to the sessions allocated.  For Entry in September this letter will be sent during the first week in February  Should parents not accept these sessions from the start date they are offered they will forfeit their child’s place.  Parents will be asked to sign an agreement that they will take up the sessions requested, offered and accepted, and a commitment to full and complete payment for these places termly or half termly in the first week of the term or half term.

Each applicant will be considered on an individual basis and if a child requires a place more urgently than another, it may be appropriate to bypass the waiting list at the discretion of the admissions committee.  The displaced child will be found a place as soon as possible.

Explanatory notes
(1*)	Exchange of contracts can be accepted by schools as proof of residence.  Evidence of a properly constituted rent agreement is equally acceptable.
(2*)	Definition of siblings.  The qualification “living in the same family unit” is extended to refer only to step- or half- brothers/sisters although long-term foster children would also be included.  Full brothers and sisters qualify within this category even if they live at separate addresses.
(3*)	The designated area is the geographical parish boundary of Our Lady Help of Christians.
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Application to join St Patrick’s Pandas Nursery Class

Date when admission is required  ………………No of sessions  ………….Days reqd  ……………..

Child’s Surname/Family name  …………………………………………………………………………….

All other names  ……………………………………………………………………………………………..
(please underline the name the child is known by)

Date of birth  …………………………………………
(please attach a copy of the birth certificate).

Permanent address of child  ……………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………		Postcode  ………………………..
(please attach proof of address dated within the last three months)

Telephone number  …………………………………………………………………………………………

Name and address of parents  …………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Does your child have an Educational Health Care Plan that names Pandas Pre-school?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Does your child have a disability which requires admission to the pre-school on the grounds of physical accessibility?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Is the child currently, or has he/she been previously in Local Authority care?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Is your child entitled to 2 year funding?
(details can be found at https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-2-to-4-year-olds)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you have any children who are currently or have previously attended Pandas Nursery or St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School?

Name(s)  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

The information on this form is correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  If we find we no longer need the place, we will inform the pre-school as soon as possible.  I understand that neither the submission of this application nor its endorsement by the Parish Priest indicate that the pre-school can offer a place to the child.  A decision will be taken by the Management Committee when they consider the application in accordance with the published Admissions Policy.

Signed  ……………………………………………………………….  Date  ………………………………
(please indicate the capacity in which you sign this application i.e. parent/guardian/step-parent)
For official use only
Sessions this year				Sessions next year			Official Signature

Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri			Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri		………………………………….
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